No. 224. September 14, 1710
A second use which this sort of writings have been turned to of late years, has been the management of controversy, insomuch that above half the advertisements one meets with nowadays are purely polemical. The inventors of Strops for Razors1 have written against one another this way for several years, and that with great bitterness; as the whole argument pro and con in the case of the Morning-gowns2 is still carried on after the same manner. I need not mention the several proprietors of Dr. Anderson's pills;8 nor take notice of the many
1  " The so much-famed strops for setting razors, &c., are only to be had at Jacob's Coffee-house, in Threadneedle Street, with directions.    Price is. each.    Beware of counterfeits, for such are abroad. The trues ones, which deservedly have gained so much commendation, are only to be had as above.    Golden snuff still to be had there, 6d. per paper" (Post-Man, March 23, 1703).   Steele alluded twice to the author of " strops for razors " in the Spectator (Nos. 428 and 509).    In No. 423  of the Spectator there was an advertisement of "the famous original Venetian strops."    Swift, referring to rival imitations of the Tatler published in January 1711, says, "So there must be disputes which are genuine, like the strops for razors."
2  " Morning gowns for men and women, of silks, stuffs, and calicoes (being the goods of persons that failed), which were to be disposed of at the Olive Tree and Still, are now to be sold at the Golden Sugar Loaf, up one pair of stairs, over against the Horse, at Charing Cross ; with a fresh parcel at very low rates, the price being set on each gown" (JTatler^ No.  222).    A similar advertisement appeared regularly for some months ; and there was'a rival advertisement from " the Black Lion, over against Foster Lane, Cheapside " (Examiner^ December 7-14, 1710).
8 See No. 9. "The Scots Pills first made by Dr. Patrick Anderson, of the kingdom of Scotland, I John Gray do most faithfully and truly prepare, according to the doctor's method in his lifetime, and sell them as he sold them, that is, 53. the whole box, 2s. 6d. the half box, I5d. the quarter box. Take notice, rny pill has not that griping quality that is in the pill of a perpetual vain-boaster, whose pretended authority can never better the doctor's receipt who first invented them; the true knowledge whereof is in myself, as by my receipt, and further testimony of many famous doctors in this kingdom, it
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